
Septembm 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, s.w, 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on p q a i d  
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
militmy families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these comumm, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiimds. 

These cards offer convenjence and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consmers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affmdable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel direotIy to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumem that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Addin& access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges an prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain &om these d c e s .  Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
chmes and other fees. 

Commissioner Kathleen A l k ~ a t h y  
Commissiona Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstdn 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael PowelI 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dock& NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

X am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the d i t  history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these c o m e r s ,  a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone 4 1 s  to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with h i l y  and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumem literally risk being 
disconnected i f  the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
hr t he  and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access 
charges and other fm on pm-paid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least &rd to bear it. 

Adding access charga to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute chargea on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates 011 American 
consurnw and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

Y 
cc9: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan AdeIstein 



September 16,2004 

chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03- 133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon tow-most tdecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiiiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling c d  services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
comected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others fhce 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling a n i s  are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the prie of 
prepaid services will diredly harm those that can least a f f d  price increases. 

hposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility ofcalling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would d n l y  make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fp onnepaid calling card services, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16? 2009 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fedad Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees an prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income fmilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
rn&uy families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, M the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone s d c e .  For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing make a doctor's appointment, or my in touch with f h l y  and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cast, as there are no hiddm fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consuina~ literally risk being 
discom&ed if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state" access 
charges and other fees oa prepaid cards. The fees would b e l  M y  to large 1 0 4  
telephone companies while the burden would fall squareIy upon thnse consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Addbg a ~ % s  charges to be paid to local telephone compde will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pte-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
conununities gain from these servicts. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, A 
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September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Coznmunications Cormnission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees an prepaid 
calling card senrices. 

Minorities, lowa-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these co~lfll~lbers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay comected - to make phone d l s  to look for a job, fbr affordable 
houshg, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with fmily and fiiends. 

These cards offet convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. En econornicatly disadvantaged areas, CORSUUI~~S literally risk being 
discomected if the prices of these cards inorease. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other coma groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it hflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fses would funnel direatly to large local 
telephone Companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those co~lsumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumm and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissionex Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling oard services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studem and 
military families rely upon calling card service9 for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone Service. For these conswners, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected -to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fkiends. 

These cards offkr convenience and predictable cogt, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC MI1 do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consmers that can 
least afford ta bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on p-pa id  calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any eflkrt to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

W 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissjoner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees OR prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigranta, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay comected - to make phone calk to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards off- convenience and predictable cost, as &ere are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economicatly disadvantaged mas, consmen literally risk being 
disoonnected if the pries of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wirdess telephone services. 

But such price hikes B T ~  precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cwds. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to l o 4  telephone companies will substantiaIIy increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain corn these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
cornurnem and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

$I-L CrJS 
as: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumas do not have the credit histcvry, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these c o m e r s ,  a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected -to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged arm, consumers literally .risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these Cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and otha consumer groups because bey are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges md other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local tekphone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanio and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these servjces are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-1 33 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telaommunicatiom 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, Erom looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC i s  a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fkes upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is  considering applying “in-state’’ access charges and other kes 
on certain prepaid calling card sm’ces, Many Hispanics, particularly those on f i e d  
incumes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option av~ilable - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices fox staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid s h c e s  will directly ham those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

U ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Codssioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

mainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

D e a ~  Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minodties, lower-income families, senior citizens, imml’grants, college studenta and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of thcse 
comm do not have the credit history, bank accountsy or the means b pay a large 
deposit for local telqhone s d c e .  For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and frjends, 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers Xiterally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price bikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘%state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least affwd to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calIs, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumm and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new acce45 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan AdeIstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairroan Powell 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with fanoily and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately hanning milliom of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC i s  considering applying %-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying amnected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly ham those that can least a f f i  price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers, Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collcct such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would “rtainly make these services 
substantially less fimdable. Please look out for consumers and refbe to impose new 
access charges and fees on m a i d  calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S,W, 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services fbr a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these c o m e r s ,  a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to bok far a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other c o m e r  groups because they arc an affmdable altmative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘5n-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charge on p p a i d  cab, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these services. Please atop any effort to raise rates on American 
co~lsumers and decide that these sewices are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washmgton, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dock& NO, 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accoMts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consuma, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges, In economically disadvantaged m a ,  collfllxners literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone swvices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘Lin-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those commm that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain &om these serviocs, Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumm and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
chargm and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powcll 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card sentices. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumm do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected -to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with family and frimds. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
discomeeted if the prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" a c w s  
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden wou1.d fall squarely upon those consumas that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Addmg access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
conmunities gain fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new w e s s  
charges and other fees, 

"-IyP [ (u( l l l ,  Dehd- 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Cops 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J o n a h  Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michaei Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
mnitary families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
c~asumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected -to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fi-iends. 

These cards offer convenience and prsdictabb cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards inmeas. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fat1 squarely upon those consurnen that can 
least afford to bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the befits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these setvices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
c h m e  and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin. 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, Iowa-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studmts and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a Iarge 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are PO hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumas literally rhk being 
disconnected ifthe prices of these cards inmeme. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
fbr these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes ape precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state’’ access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies whjle the burden would fhll squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local. telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeoparaizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communitiw gain fiom these S e s ,  Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services ate not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Comdssioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W, 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calljnng card sertices for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a Iarge 
deposit for local telephone service. For these COIISU~~TS, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay comnected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
houshg, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
chargee. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer gmups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone savices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state" access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel dbctly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squm1y upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute chaxges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any ef'fiirt to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subjeot to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other f&es. 

S' cerely, A 

c& Conmihoner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal CommUnications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 1.2th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, firan looking for a job or a&rdable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending befare the FCC i s  a 
proposal that would introduce new chargex and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on d n  prepaid Wing card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the d i t  history, bank accounts and obex mans necessary 
to subshibe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid d i n g  cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged cotlss~[lers. Mowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
d i n g  catd to a customer, would drive up prices and wodd certainly make thcse services 
substantially less affordable. Please look aut for consumers and r e h e  to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: ’ Commissioner Kathleen ~ 6 k a t h y  
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chainman Michael Powell 
Federal Comrnuncations Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone d c e .  For these conmm, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiiiiends. 

These cards o f k  convenience and predictable cost, as there are no bidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘’in-StBte’’ access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least fiord to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain &om these services. Please stop any effm to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose n w  hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior Citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone savice. For these wnsumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option t h ~ y  have to stay c0nnecte.d - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, conmem literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state“ access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumefs that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain Erom these services. Please stop any &Tort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael PowelI 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC aot impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card sentices for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have ?he credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for l o d  telephone sexvice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fieads. 

These cards o m  convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Repaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and otha consumet groups because they arc an affordable altemative to regular 
and wireless telephone savices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to largc local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least a&rd to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telqhone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefib Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these suvices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new aacess 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerelv. 

&s: Commissioner Michael Cons 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Comission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, s. w. 

RE: WC Dock& NO. 03-1 33 

Dear Chainnan Powell: 

I fun writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services, 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card sefvices for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prqaid  card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for aordable 
housing, makc a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards o& convenience and predictable cost, as there are no bidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups becrruse they are an a%rdabIe alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes ate precisely what the FCC wiIl do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fces on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those cunmers that can 
least afford to bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fkom these services. Please stop any e m  to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. s Sincerely, 

C f 2 - L .  
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Commacations Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Was~ngton, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that rhe FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services, 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studeats and 
military famiIies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone caUs to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards off‘ convenience and predictable cost, as there tue no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consmers literaIly risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other co~lsumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access 
charges and other fee$ on prepaid cards. The feea would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burdm would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calJs, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
commitjes gain from these &OM. Please stop any flort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
d i n g  card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
m i l k y  families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone caUs to look for P job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges, In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards, The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumern that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
rhe per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardiing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these setvices. Please stop any e%rt to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Cornmissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein. 



Septmlm 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Cornmidon 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Z am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card smrices. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior Citizens, immigraots, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card seryices for a variety of needs, Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank aocounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with fan@ and fiiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would finme1 directty to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would Ea11 squarely upon those conmers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone comp8nies will substantially increase 
the pm minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any ef501? to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that thew services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 


